CET 


@;By the Lord Deputicand Councell; 


=THereas the Kings moſt excellent Maicſtie, by his Highnes letters 
1 Pattents vnder the great ſcale of England, bearing date the xxv. day of Iuly, in 
the fifr yeere of his Highnes raigne of England France and Ircland ; did giuc and grant 
to John Lo: Stanhope of Harrington, one of the Lords of his Maieſtics moſt honorable 
Priuic Councell of England , the office of Maiſter of his Maicſtics Poſts,afivell with- 
inthe Realme of England , as in whatſocucr parts beyond the Seas, being within his 
Maicſties Dominions; To haue and to hold to the ſaid lohn Lo: Stanhope by himlclfe, 
or his ſufficient Deputic or Deputics during his Naturall life: Andalſo whereas his 
Maieſtic by his Proclamation or Edi&t, bearing date at his Mannour of Greenewich, 
che fifteenth day of May in the ſeaucnth yecre of his Highnes raigneof great Brittaine, 
Franceand Ireland , hath (among other things therein contained) fignificd his royall 
pleaſure, that publique knowledge ſhould be giuento all Merchants, both Strangers and all others; That neither + nn 
nor any for them, ſhould thonaſice take ypon them openly, or vaderhand, to imploy any diſauowed perfonin the car- 
riage of thcir letters, bur toyſeſuchonly as ſhould be lawfully appointedfor that ſeruice: And commandingall his Ma- 
iclties officers ro make diligentſearch of all Males,Bougets,and other carriages of all diſauowed Curriers, Meſſengers, 
and ſuſpeCtcd perions,comming in, or going out with Packets or Letters : Andall ſuch fo dilauowedto mon—ud and 
{tay,and them ro keepein ſafe cuſtody , yntill by view of their writings ſent to his Maicſties Priuic Councell, it beſeene 
andaduiſed what ſhould be further done with them. 

And wheras the ſaid Lord Stanhope hath relolucd, by vertue of his faid Letters Pattents,no longer ro permit ſuch foot 
Poſts,or perſons notauowed by him or hisaſſignes in this Kingdom,as haue formerly ſomrime bin yſcd, but to eſtabliſh 
a courſe, anda perſon of purpole for that ſeruice, who is to receiue, perceaue, and takeall ſuch rewards, profits,commo- 
ditics , and cmoluments, asare or ought to be raken for, orin reſpeR of thedoing, executing,or 99 HE. thereof; 
We hauing duly confideredof his Maicſtics pleaſure declared, a{well in and by thefaid Letters Pattents, as by his Ma- 
ieſties ſaid Edict or Proclamation, and findin g it very conucnient for theſeruice heere, that Packers andLetters, aſwell 
from Vs andthe Councell , as from Merchants and others into England , ſhould rather be commirted to ſome ſpeciall 
perſon, well knowne and choſen for that purpoſe, who may alwaycs beanſwerable for what he receaucth, then to any 
meanefoote Polt or foote Poſts, whoif | faile1n theirducy, may be peraducnture no more heard of; Doe there- 
fore not only hecreby exprelly forbid all ſuchdiſauowed foore Poſts; Bur doe charge and commandeall perſons what- 
ſocucr , alwell Merchants as others, that they doe not heereafter ſend or conuey , or cauleto be ſentor conucyed out of 
this Kingdome, any Packets or Letters, or other diſpatches, by any of thoſe diſauowed Meſſengers, Curricrs, or foote 
Polts,bur thercin to vſc Melchior Yan Pelkem refident in this Citric, as Poſtmaiſter of this Kingdome, as we our {clues in- 
tend to doc heereafterypon fit occaſions. And ifany ſuch foote Polt,or dilauowed perſon or perſons (notwithſtandin 
this our Proclamation) ſhall preſumeto tranſport Packets, Letters,Bougets, or Males; We doecharge his Maicſtics of 
cerstoapprehend them , and to make cizure of their ſaid Letters,Bougets or Males,and bring them to vs the Lord De- 
puty, or to one of his Maicſtics principal Secreraries , that further conſideration may be taken, becauſe ſuchdiſauowed 
perſons, may (peraduenture)be vied as1nſtruments to export,or import Letters that mayconcerne matter of preiudiceto 
the State, And ifatany time heereafter it ſhall ſeeme conuenicnt, that the like courſe for conueiance of Letters, be eſta- 
bliſhed inany other remote Port or Ports of this Kingdome ; We thinke it fir that we the Lord Deputy and Councell 
be firſt made acquainted therewith, and no perſon to be depured or aſſigned to that ny ng in any Portor part with- 
out our priuity and approbation ; Straitly charging and commanding all his Maieſties officers and louing ſub- 
ics, tobe from time to time aiding andaſliſting to the faid Melchior Be the better cxecutionof the truſt repoſedin 
him, and accompliſhment of his Maicſtics pleaſure ſignified by his Highnes ſaid generall Edi&,or Proclamation. 


Giucnart his Maicſtics Caſtle of Dablin the ninth day of February 1618. in the fixtecnthycere of his Highnes 
Raigneof England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the two and fifticth. 


Armaghe. Thumund. Brabazon. Clea.Cliburt. Arthur Sauage. Garret Moore. Henry Docwra. 
William Jones. William Methwold. Dud: Norton. 


God ſaue the King. 
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